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Getting Started with… 

 
  

 

Start a project 

To start, you will need to import photos or video files and add them to the timeline. The timeline is 

where you can change the order that your videos or photos play in.  

1. Under the Home tab, click on Add videos and photos 

2. Select the files that you want to add to your video.  

o These will get added to the timeline 

 

 

 

When you have video or photo files (or clips) in your Movie Maker project timeline, you can do these 

basic things: 

 Trim clips down to get rid of parts of your video you don’t want 

 Change the order in which scenes or photos appear 

 Change the length of time a photo is displayed in your video 

 Add music to your video or photos 

 

 

 DID YOU KNOW?  

Guildford Library offers video digitizing from VHS so you can turn old tapes into video files! 

Ask staff for more details 
 

 

Windows Movie Maker  

Windows Movie Maker lets you edit videos from video and photo files. It is free from Microsoft. 
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Editing video 

When you have a clip selected, you will see a new menu, Video Tools, appear up top. You can tell a clip 

is selected because it will have a blue box surrounding it.  

Here you will see options to split your clip, trim it, or change the speed.  

 

Split your clips up 

As you preview your video, you can pause it (press the space bar) where you want to divide your clip 

and selecting Split. This will divide your video track into two. This is really helpful for dividing up a long 

clip of footage to get rid of some video within a long clip.  

You can jump around to various parts of your video in the timeline by clicking on it. The black line is the 

cursor that represents where the video is playing or paused at.  

1. Select the clip (a selected clip has a blue outline) 

2. Drag the cursor or pause your video at the point where you want to split your video  

3. Click on Split 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This video clip is selected, 

it has a blue box around it. 

This black line is the cursor 
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Delete a clip 

To delete a clip, select it (make it blue) and hit your Delete key.  

Trim your clips 

Use this to fine tune edit the end and beginning of your scenes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Drag the end points to trim 

your scene down (shave off 

some video at the beginning 

and/or end of your clip)  

2. Save Trim 
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Transitions 

You can add transitions between clips by selecting a clip, then choosing one you like under the 

Animations menu. This will add a type of animation style between your videos and photos.  

For the most elegant & professional transitions, select this icon for Fade to Black and Apply to all. 

 

 

 

Adding & Editing photos 

To add photos, click on the Add videos and photos button (under the Home menu). 

 

 

 

If you select your photo in the timeline, you’ll see the Video Tools menu again. You can change how 

long each photo is displayed in your video (the default is 7 seconds).  

You can also make your photos move on the screen by choosing from the “Pan and zoom” options 

under the Animations menu.  

Adding Text 

You can add text in three ways: 

 Title screen  

 Caption (text appears on top of your video image) 

 Credits   

Once you’ve added text, you 

will have lots of options on 

how it appears (size, colour, 

animation style).  
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Exporting (saving) your final video 

1. Click the blue tab in the top left corner 

2. Save movie  

3. Pick For computer  

 The various setting options affect the image quality and file size of your final video file 

 If you select high-definition, be aware that it will take some time to save it. 

4. Select where to save your file, and what to call it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save Project vs. Save Movie  

Save movie creates an independent video file exactly how you edited it in Movie Maker. This is how 

you keep and share your final edited project with others.  

Save Project saves your edits into a Movie Maker file. This does not save your video!  

 A project file will be small in size and it remembers how you edited your clips. This is good if 

you’re not done editing and want to continue your project later.  

 Always make sure you have the original source video/photo/music file saved somewhere along 

with the project file.  

 


